
 

Can’t control the weather 
By Rev. Michael Cox, 
Street Minister 
Robert had been in town for ten days and was not 
prepared for homelessness. His job fell through. 
He was stranded in the cold downtown. With 
COVID there are no shelter beds available. He 
wanted to go home. Did I know anyone who        
could help? 

We always verify stories like Robert told. Do the 
people back home want him? Are the police    
looking for him? As he told me more of his story, 
his anxiety was sky high.  

His mom was worried about him and happy to have him home. I did a background 
check. No warrants. His mom calls me three more times and eventually invites me to 
visit as well! 

The next day, Robert meets me on time, which rarely happens. He is ready for his three 
day bus ride. Then we discover that his bus is cancelled. Spokane is snowed in.   

You can’t control the weather. His gratitude overcomes the frustration, and the next day 
all is well. We meet at 6:30 am at the bus station. By this time, he is friends with the  
clerks, who stored his suitcase overnight. Robert offers me t-shirts and a bracelet as a 
thank you gift. His departure to the east coast is happening. His mom calls again.            

I marvel at how much a two-hundred-dollar bus ticket can change somebody’s life. 
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There’s a crack in everything. . . 
By Rev. Rick Reynolds, Executive Director 

The American poet and song-writer Leonard            
Cohen says, “There’s a crack in everything, that’s 
how the light gets in.” 

Sometimes that crack has to be in my cold dark 
heart. I find myself feeling grumpy. The world is 
not listening to me. I’m not getting my own way.  
I’m feeling sorry for myself—I mean, who wouldn’t, 
these days? 

And then, some simple moment happens, and 
light comes flooding in.  

I’ve been really enjoying hauling homeless guys to 
the shelter at 9 pm, four nights a week. Sunday 
night was cold, the van was cold, the homeless 

guys getting in with me were cold. We drove about five minutes, halfway there, when 
one guy breaks the silence. “What year is this thing?”  

I have no idea. We got the van as surplus from King County.  

“That explains everything!” he said with a laugh. We waited at the light for the feeble 
heat to come through. The other guys chuckled. United in misery, and yet thankful too. 
These are my friends. We belong together. 

Lord, give us light, and fill us with gratitude for your relentless mercy and care. 

 

 

Shopping List 
Please help by collecting these 
items for us to distribute to our 
homeless friends and tenants 
(travel sizes are preferred): 

 Bottled water (16 oz.) 
 Juice (single-sized) 
 Protein bars 
 Chewy granola bars 
 Cereal bars 
 Fruit snacks 
 Fruit cups 
 Trail/nut mix (individual pack) 
 Beef jerky sticks 
 Wrapped candy 
 Cookies and pastries 

(individually bagged) 
 Whole individual fruit (apples, 

oranges, bananas) 
 Gloves 
 Handwarmers 
 Warm hats—beanie style 

For more information about these 
items please contact:  
info@seattlenightwatch.org 

 
 

Amazon Wish List: 

Ship donations to our door! 
https://amzn.to/2NwV2JG 

 



Rick Anderson 
     Monica Trinkl 
Bill Branom 
     Mary Branom 
Charley Bush 
     Linda Bush 
     Gail & Jay Winberg 
COVID victims 
     Maria Van Horn 
May Dawson 
     Lola Davison 
John Detwyler 
     Bob Porter 
David Dickerson 
     Gene & Sharon Chin 
Robert Domzalski 
     Mark & Lisa Domzalski 
Tony Domzalski 
     Mark & Lisa Domzalski 
     Pat Domzalski 
Marie Erickson 
     Martin Hurley 
John Gehrig 
     Catherine Hummel 
Ozie & Ora Gibson 
     Hal Gibson 

Chris Graff 
     Norma Jean Hanson 
Sharon Green 
     Pat & Ron Cygan 
David Hamp 
     Steve & Chris Murphy 
Effie & Mal Higgins 
     Linda Martin 
Mary Ellen Ingersoll 
     Jim & Jan Sullivan 
Max & Luella Johnson 
     Rhoda Peel 
Dean & Hattie Kimble 
     Katherine Smith 
Vic Lattin 
     Bob Porter 
Al & Maxine Lobb 
     John & Jody Fenlason 
Margaret “Jodi” Mangold 
     Alicia Azurin 
Ross & Evelyn Massey 
     Maureen Massey 
Gilma Mills 
     Aaron & Rebecca Zide 
Daisy Neves 
     The Neves Family  

Cynthia Pemberton 
     Paul Pemberton 
Mike Potts 
     Catharine Fletcher 
Dick Shipe 
     Jane Shipe 
     Stephen Shipe  
       & Marta Pasztor 
Greg & Mary Speltz 
     Robb Petersen 
Lyle Staley 
     Janet Buck 
Robert “Mugs” Tracy 
     Eileen Anderson 
Zollie & Sylvia Volchok 
     Tony Volchok  
       & Cindy Monsen 
Mary Wooldridge 
     Holly Boone & Pat Braus 
Uncle Eddie & 
  Aunt Francis Zwerling 
     Frederick Honey 

Memorials & Tributes 

 

Darkness 
By Ann Sakaguchi,  
Deputy Director 
I got a call at about 8:15 one night. “Hey, the 
power is out at the Dispatch Center.” We open  
at 9 pm. Volunteers in the kitchen, preparing  
the meal, are now in the dark. The computer  
and printer don’t work. And where are              
the flashlights? 

Pastor Rick tells about the olden days at            
Nightwatch, when the simple act of plugging in  
a coffee pot could blow a fuse and require               
someone to crawl through a window into the   
utility closet to turn things on.  

This power outage affected the whole           
neighborhood. It was dark all over the place. 

My friend “Susan” recently described feeling like she’s been in a dark tunnel this year. 
No light; just darkness. “But I know I have to keep going, even though I can’t see the 
way,” she said, 

Susan talked about putting one foot in front of the other, just going step by step in the 
darkness, having the faith and trust that God knew her way. 

This is also Nightwatch. We find obstacles in our way, in the dark tunnel, but we keep 
going, just one step at a time. It’s not comfortable and not really very fun, but we will 
likely be in this darkness for a while longer. So we will look ahead for the light and 
carefully go forward, step by step. 

After the call from Dispatch that night, I scurried off to Home Depot for more                  
flashlights and batteries. The power came back on at ten minutes to 9 pm. Crisis            
averted; God is in control, even in the darkness. 

Thank you for your generous gifts at this time of year, which allow Nightwatch to         
provide light and comfort to our most afflicted neighbors. Please remember to pray for 
us this winter. 

Memorials                              
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Shelter Dispatch Center &  
Senior Apartments 
302 14th Ave. S 
Seattle, WA 98144 
 
Contact us: 
PO Box 21181 
Seattle, WA 98111 

206-323-4359 Administration 
206-860-4296 Senior Housing 
206-329-2099 Shelter Dispatch 
 
Info@seattlenightwatch.org 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

Tributes 
Audra Aulabaugh 
     Karen & Paul Sydnes 
Church of the Ascension 
     Carol Voelker 
Epiphany Parish Social Outreach  
  Volunteers 
     Ann Beck 
Craig Hansen 
     Marilyn Iverson 
Homeless workers! Ring the Bell! 
     Fran & Frank Abbott 
Lake Washington Christian Church 
     Robin Wharton 
Man Lung Li 
     Shutyee Yeung 
Philip Lorente 
     Anonymous 
Charlie Morey 
     Kristen Fadok 
Mark Peltier 
     John Saul 
Lorri Reynolds 
     Bill & Marilyn Ward 
Sono Sakaguchi 
     Ats Kiuchi 
Warm Beach Senior Center Staff 
     Aaron & Sue Feik 
Kevin 
     Ken & Carol Williams 
Joyce Yamagiwa 
     Larry & Amy Sato 

Thank you again for the  
tremendous support  
for our Peanut Butter  
and Jelly Campaign!  

If you couldn’t join us, 
watch the recording! 

seattlenightwatch.org/pbj 
 

With a special thanks  
to our sponsors: 

Lucky Seven Foundation 
University Kiwanis 
Lytle Enterprises 

Kenny & Marleen Alhadeff 
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