
 

Was it enough? 
By Tonette Winston,  

Volunteer Coordinator 
I have learned so much about myself working               

with homeless folks, and yet I am amazed at            

each encounter. 

One of our homeless guests has consistently 

shown up at 7 pm in front of the dispatch          

center. I reminded him about our policy of not   

being in the area before 9 pm, to maintain a     

positive relationship with our neighbors              

near Nightwatch.  

After listening closely to my explanation, he        

replied that he had a genetic vision problem  

called Retinitis Pigmentosa, which causes the rod 

cells in the retina to gradually lose their ability to respond to light. 

He cannot see, once dusk falls. That is why he makes his way here early each evening.  

He then began to sob uncontrollably.  “I have no family, I’m Iraqi. Operation Nightwatch   

is my only option.” 

Maybe. Maybe not. I was able to add some critical phone numbers directly into his phone, 

so he can apply for medical help, disability support, and housing options. 

I then offered to walk him to a nearby transit stop, and would come escort him to                 

Nightwatch at 8:55 pm. He began to sob uncontrollably again. 

In the end, I felt it wasn’t enough, but it was all I could do. 
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Serving the night  

community in the  

name of Christ 

Done with paper newsletters? 
We can email the monthly 

Nightwatch News to you! 

Sign up at:  

http://eepurl.com/x5Epv 

Or email: 
coleen@seattlenightwatch.org 

(include your first & last name) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Open House 
Find your favorite  

volunteer job! 

Thursday, July 5, 2018 
7:30—8:00 pm 

RSVP or questions: 

info@seattlenightwatch.org 

Find out more: 

http://tinyurl.com/ydaqfjsx  

July, 2018 

Just a broken window 
By Rev. Rick Reynolds  

It all started with a broken window in one 

of the units in our senior housing. 

The tenant was mortified. “I just opened 

the window, and the glass slid out,” he  

explained. I looked at the gaping hole and 

then saw something even more disturbing. 

The outer window sill is completely rotted 

away. Rain water is flowing into the exterior 

wall, unimpeded. 

A friendly contractor pointed out how the 

stucco on that side of the building is 

cracked and slumping. Tomorrow (as I write 

this) various contractors are going to take a 

closer look and give us an idea of what must be done to preserve this old place.  

Built in 1903, our building has been a home for immigrants, poor people and seniors. 

Its humble design could not be built these days, with four bathrooms and two kitchens 

for the 24 tenants to share. The first floor is where we care for 120 – 130 homeless 

adults every night at 9:00 pm. 

We are grateful for your support and God’s provision. Stay tuned! 

Lord, grant your wisdom and strength to Nightwatch as we seek a path forward. 
 

 



Brit Aring 
     George & Carolyn Rippee 
Bill Branom 
     Mary Branom 
Charley Bush 
     Jay & Gail Winberg 
Robert Domzalski 
     Mark & Lisa Domzalski 
Tony Domzalski 
     Mark & Lisa Domzalski 
     Pat Domzalski 
Marie Erickson 
     Judy Hurley 
Bud Forbes 
    Jim & Jan Sullivan 
Trudy Forbes 
     Jean & Sherwin Flewelling 
     Brian & Pat Hogan 
     Rhoda Peel 
     Jim & Jan Sullivan 
 

Kim Forman 
     Jerry Shigaki 
Pete Gudger 
     Cheryl Gudger 
Mary Ellen Ingersoll 
     Jim & Jan Sullivan 
Dick Lamb 
     Diane Larson 
Clarence & Dorothy Linscott 
     Diane Linscott McAlister 
Al & Maxine Lobb 
     John & Jody Fenlason 
     Norm & Melinda Lobb 
Gordon Meeske 
     Ann Sakaguchi 
Ken Peterson 
     Lyle & Shelley Staley 
Dick Shipe 
     Gary & Theresa Shipe 
     Stephen Shipe  
       & Marta Pasztor 

Mary Speltz 
     Jack & Sheila Giesler 
     Greg Speltz 
Gary Twite 
     Joy Lauderbaugh 
Zollie & Sylvia Volchok 
     Tony Volchok  
       & Cindy Monsen 
John Wagner 
     Heinz & Carol Roye 
Glenn & Shirley Weed 
     Andy & Ramona McBeth 
     Carolyn & Curtis Neitsch 
     Jim & Cynthia Weaver 
Gilbert Weiss 
     John Weiss  
       & Corry Venema-Weiss 
Mary Wooldridge 
     Holly Boone     

Memorials & Tributes 

 

Listen to their story 
By Ben Curtis, Street Minister 
On Broadway one evening, in a quiet 

corner near the hustle and bustle of 

Dick’s Drive-In, a man shared his story 

with us. Not just a bit of his story, but 

the entire journey of how he got from 

being twelve years old to here, in his 

fifties, on the streets of Seattle.  

The trauma in the story was real. It was 

painful to listen to. Like others on the 

street, he was despised and rejected. It 

always makes me think: “Ah yes, now I 

know why you are out here. I would be 

homeless too, if I had experienced the 

same things as you.” 

Someone said, “It is impossible to hate someone whose story you know.” This has   

always stuck with me. I reflect on it a lot doing Street Ministry. When someone trusts 

us enough, and we have the honor of hearing their story, it is a divine moment. All  

judgment falls away, leaving a deep empathy for the person, and a desire to show 

them love and mercy. At that moment, it doesn’t matter what they’ve done, who they 

are; you just want them to know they are loved. 

Listening is critical. When a person knows someone is listening, they feel cared for. 

When we listen to our homeless friends, it says, “You matter.” People on the street are 

often ignored; their stories are not heard. They may never have been listened to in their 

entire lives. But, that is what we do. We listen, and show people love.  

The man we encountered on Broadway has been trying to quit using drugs and has 

been asking me about housing options. I’m hoping the next chapter in his story will be 

a happier one. 

When you give to Operation Nightwatch, you are saving a life.  

Thank you! 

 

Ann Sakaguchi’s column will return in our next newsletter. 

 

Memorials                              

Street Ministry  |  Emergency Shelter  |  Shelter Dispatch  |  Senior Housing  |  Food Program  |  Education & Advocacy 

Shelter Dispatch Center &  

Senior Apartments 

302 14th Ave. S 

Seattle, WA 98144 

 

Contact us: 
PO Box 21181 
Seattle, WA 98111 

206-323-4359 Administration 

206-860-4296 Senior Housing 

206-329-2099 Shelter Dispatch 

 

Info@seattlenightwatch.org 

www.seattlenightwatch.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Tributes 

All the volunteers 
     Ken & Carol Williams 
Grace Chinen 
     Jason & Julie Chee 
Anna Down 
     Harvey & Geri Nelson 
Jill Kumasaka 
     Jason & Julie Chee 
Mike Potts 
     Catharine Fletcher 
Wonderful staff 
     Yukio & Julianne Kumasaka 

Shopping List 
Please help by collecting these 

items for us to distribute to our 

homeless friends and tenants 

(travel sizes are preferred): 

 Deodorant 

 Lotion 

 Shave cream 

 Dental floss 

 Lip balm 

 Hand sanitizers 

 Multi-vitamins 

 Cough drops  

 Pain relievers 

 Kleenex packs 

 Toothbrushes 

 Toothpaste 

 Bulk drink mix 

For more information about these 

items please contact:  

liz@seattlenightwatch.org 

 

Amazon Wish List: 

http://tinyurl.com/zjo64fd  

 

Amazon donates to              

Nightwatch when you shop 

through Amazon Smile! 

Here’s the link: 

http://smile.amazon.com/

ch/91-0964027  


